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In
* Which Is Full
Of Timeliness,
Clement Vau-
tel Tries Novel
Experiment

a Satire

HE proposal of Mr. James
P. Holland, head of the New
York State Federation of
Labor, for a six-hour work-

|

e
-

y-Minute Day!

]\ Work!

But It Doesn’t
And
1923 Labor
- Unanimouslh
Decides for
~ Longer Hours

gince in twenty minutes’ work ons
| had not time to perspire.
Alas! The good governme:
' r.ot thought of the organization o
| leisure. Every citizen had, cach duy,

i

| +wenty-three hours and  fort
B é | minutes at his disposal. He ¢
8 day appoara:lojhve heen con-i [ et \ | not well give more than eleven
¥eyed by some amazing telepathy to | £ -:;.-4124\'1'?551’-?1'w;'=3r‘:#m' ! hours to slecp. What to do wiih
the French workingmen of the 'l’u-I

ture, and to have inspired them to
s further urging of the process. As

related by Clément Vauntel in tho;

veracious pages of “Je Sais Tout,”
on May Day of the year 1922 the
proletariat of Paris raised the cry,
“Long live the seven-hour day!"

That demand soon prevailed, but it |

was no finality. On May Day, 1925,
the c¢ry was “Long live the six-hour
day!” Surely, to give one-fourth
of the time to the bosses, tie ex-
ploiters, the bourgeois,
ly sufficient. Besides, mechanical in-

as certain- |

wentions had made it possible to do |

work much more rapidly than be-
fore. When a week sufficed for the

OPRPEN

FROM

| the rest of the time?

The cabaret, Lthe cinema, the fox
| trot? These were insufficie
| more go since with the cabaret ang
| the cinema the twenty-minute du
was inexorahly enforeced.

Ennui  reigned. Formerly
workman used to sing at his wors
Now he yvawned in his illeness,

The government
situation was grave.
iz weary Is a people that will d
some foolishness, The Ministry of
| Labor, which had become usciess,
was transformed into 4 Ministry of
Idleness. A
placed at itz head,

“Let us,” he eried, “organize the

the

1

A [-l'(l_{l]!” that

that

sSawW

practical man was

| pleasures of the people. It is no
building of a house, and three min- I f\M TO. [ ¢nough to give them leisure. Wi
utes for the soling of a pair of ;20 A M

shoes, it was superfluous to have

CLOSED ON

must provide the means of spendine

|1t, Let us have libraries, debating

y AMS p S ; em il ¥

men toil seven hmllrs a day. So, ?.\ANEUqunDA‘U socicties, musenms, ].fr.s‘.I,',a'S ‘n'

. despite a few reactionaries, the six- | sports. Let u‘ﬂ cele .-m__ - great

hour day was soon decreed, | demuvcratic festivals with concerts
Next, on May Day, 1928, the Pro-

letariat made the air of Paris voecal
with “Long live the five-hour day!™
Surely this was long enough to
Iahor, in a time when, thanks to

cnd plays=!
And so it was done.
Bul soon the people had all read
“Monte Cristo’ and “The Mysterie

of Paris” and *“The Ironmaster,
the velocity of aviation, round trip and libraries palied The peopl
tickets between Paris and New had ne mind to read manuals of
York were good for only  forty civie education.
hours. In that year M. Sacha | So with the lectures. Tn wain di
Guitry, of the French Academy, die- the learned Professor Barbareo
tated a three-act drama in thirty-

liscourse on the history of admini--
seven minutes  twenty-two and trative organization; and the greu
three-fifihs seconds: a 200-h, p. an- ly
tomobile was finithed 'eleven min-

utes after the first stroke upon it;
and in the electric greenhouses of
Acheres full grown cabbages wore
produced every quarter of an hour |
from seed. |

There then appeared suceessively |
~—and successfully: !

The four-hour day; |

The three-hour duy |

The two-hour dav;

The one-hour day.

The one-hour day lasted exactly

twenty minutes.”

in such a case,

i

Everything was in

course, professors gave only twenty

cient law, “In the sweat of thy face

| statistician Lempatry deftly juzel
| with fizures; and the savant Pirou
| ette tell of the price of sweethread
under Charlemagne and of gos
| cheese under Lopis XI. The peop!
would have none of it

Twenty Minute Sports

The sports were niore guccessfl
obut people in time wearied of
ing boxinez matches and marast
races, all clipped to twenty manus

L

N = ————- — duration. The museums fared
i i i i i i : - : better. Th® eelebrations of demo
one vear! 'lhat is to say, it was June 14, 1934, the day set for the |readiness and the moment hud come ! “that I'll finish the job to-merrow. chinery, the twenty-minute oy |only twenty minutes a dav to ”‘J"lr’lﬁﬂﬂ?‘. Besides, new anversity eratic. anniversavies were aublise
prar*‘iﬂ'rl daily for Ihnlt t]!:nlo  exceution of one Plumard, the to conduet Plumard to the electric |l am a syndicated official and, even sufliced for the production not only employera. Senators and deputies : methods permitted the eramming of oF wonld liave bean had AHey
TRy o n|‘10~!tlﬂ of the new dis. leeder of the notorious “IFliors"|guillotine, when the executionerlas my colleagues, [ owe the state | of the necessities, but also of luxu- | also sat only fwenty minutes, and |students’ brains as the stomachsz of b aonRned: ol tia ;:'-rﬂ.-"-"r
pendtion found in the gospel ac-. Who lurked in the corner of a cloud | said to his aids: “Friends, that ia|unly twenty minutes of labor. Gen- | ries.  Machines wrote, caleulated, | the republic was no worse governed (fatted geese are stuffed, and the e eraant of.h\--ur-" Jikey
- i R e e le T s . . 4 . e : 11 = - - : . o Soel 1 - 5 7 : - . | aversie resn) axaminati 5 Fa it & y ’ ""_
cording to §t. Jules Guesde this pro- not far frem the Bondy Forest, ly- sufficient for to-day. It Is time to tlr*men.bI have t111< honor . . ;mmtt.d._ S ulpe:_!, cooke ri,l plann._\]. thf:n fwfme. \llrlgistmtes senod‘tnr; Vel 1.,5. result of examinations was Presently the oL STt
phetic passage: ing in wait for isolated aviators, go. : Turning to Illnm:nrrl' he said: aecomplished with nmrtcm:ls s]\illinn.‘xlt\wnt_\- minues; they had, tnu:-.!uum- the worse. ‘ . started a proparanda which badly
“In that tme, triumphant mech. Plumard was awakened, dressed and “What?"” exclaimed the aston-| “Excuse me, sir, but you may nearly alt the laboer tormerly done | no time to fall asleep on the bench | In brief, the happy time predicred wortiad tha wovernmant
anism will permit the limitation invited to smoke a cicarctte and !:.chs_-.? Attorney General of the re- | count upon me i“'nr Ln-mn..;n.x morn- hy hand. There were even mvu%nms;nm] justice did not suffer. Of | by Guesde had arrived. The an “We want,” they cried, “te worl
of the workmen's daily effort to drink a glass of wine, as was usual | publie, img at the earliest hour, that served at table, since waiters, |
: : ¥ eifa |

= " 7 " frealy! FEnongh of leisure! Too
“1 said,” replied the vxf.'f:tllim’ler.l Finally, thanks to perfectod ma- lke o]l other salaried folk, owed | minutes to their lectures and les- shalt thou eat broad,” was repealed, 'n'wﬁ S e '|'Ir foren i
The Twenty-Minute Day! : be bored fourteen hours a day is
It was impossible not to Lo : odivus tvranny. Comrades, W
charmed with this programme. The i work! Let us'work! A bas le dle
G. F. L. had no difficu'ty in havine i"’e o ness! Conspuez letsuped”
it adopted. And the twenty-minute Jy - Then it the “Sociale.’ the -
day became the leral working day. of this: now movement. apn o ed
Readjustment ,

There were at fhe berinning some |
Iittle difficulties. It was observed

“But, no, madame. I have just
heard from the Syndicate. The
twenty-minute day is for us nurses
as well as for everybody else. Your
baby has been nursed for all the
time I owe you.”

Dentists left their patients after

twenty minutes of care, heedless of
their “ cries of pain. Chauffeurs
stopped their cars in mid street, en-
gineers abandoned their trains be-

By Seymour Barnard
WAS watching the bricklayers

the men had knocked off work and

were preparing for their noon hour, !

One of them had
jumper and overalls,

his
a

removed
revealing

trim figure of aristocratic mold in |

a correctly tailored suit of gray
tweed. As a cloistered corporation
lawyer naturally 1 knew little about
the workingman. 1 had pictured a
bricklayer. as of the storeotyped
variety, surprisingly well developed

[favor of the trowel and mortar. | ary, but most of us fool that this

| profession, we are at liberty to
enjoy the high pay and comparative
(ease which manual labor offers, The
calling of the bricklayer permits me
ample time to follow for my own
edification the science I formerly

pursued for others. There 18 just |

enough actual bricklaying to lend
;\'uriel_v to life. The novelty of the
| work never wears off through over
indulgence.

A generous portion of |

the demand for labor, but the de-
mand of labor.

“You ask how my family regards
my changed situation in life. Most
favorably, let me say. In fact, my
children have followed my example.
I do not mean that they, (oo, ure
bricklayers.  They, neverthaless,
have chosen lines of work in which
the influence of the employer is loast

felt and pericds of employment

| In the midst of my contemplation |commtes the meaper compensation |

he ghorus givls at the Hippodrome
wd won a minimum wage of thivty-

“Theve is no set hour," he replied.
“Those first to report stand about
chatting and smoking until all hands
have arvived. It is nol infrequently
the ecase that there is JJust time
cnough to put our tools away and
straighten up for the night.”

He reached for the cheek the wait- |
tendered him. “I'm glad you |
Pke the club,” he =aid, as he gigned,
acknowledeing a complimentary oh-

oy

| up the slave ¢lass,

is one of the first requirements. fessor. “Our hardest tusk to-dav is

“This is but one of a large num-

from the cares of ownership and the
annoyances of business, with praeti-
cally all of the profits accruing to
us, why should we desire a change?
The old ovder lias been reversed.
To-day it is those who own who make
Only the toilers
ure really free. Al this talk in
favor of socinlism is started by the
employers who believe that they are
entitled to a share in the rewards of

Logether now and then,
SeTVES a8 quite u
us."”

In faet, it
social center for

It 1 needless to say that 1 found
this information a little depressing,
: “But,” I suggested, “once it 13 fin-
tshed you will find the house much
more comfortable than in its pres-
ent state, and let me assure you that
my home will always be at the dis-
posal of yon and your colleagues,
Nauturally, 1 should not expect your

th's news:

“The workingmen of the house

! to convinee the public that the work- Babyles have decided (o stas
: ja trim little sedan drew up at the |which prevails among the employing | ive dodars a week she canceled her Ler of workingmen's clubs, and, I ingman no longer envies his e¢m- Work a full hour evers day  This
that the functionaries in public of- | Who, in the few spare mommts;curh. My friend in tweeds faced |classes. At present 1 am gotting passage to South Africa and joined | must confess, one of the least ex- pioyer.” decision was reached at a meeting
ﬂc'es Spent part of .the twenty ~ which the craft now and then | 2y, upoen the scaffold and waved |only about treble my salary as al the show. ;rl-"-.ll':ii.\"(!‘ Its membership {5 recruited Although T had found my old &t which inflammaory speeches
gnnntonin. making PApeT }'“,”s tol sets aside as approprinte for |a command to the chauffeur. For |professor, But the threetday wage "My son,” resumed my old friend, | from those who have risen to man. | friend most absorbing, it was some- Were made.  All attempts at o
threw atteach ot.hnr; still, this “I“SEWI-Tk. were completing the third the first time 1 could see his face. | agreement under which ouv uynion is! “who veceived his M. D). a year ago | ual labor from the ranks of the in- what trying thus to jim:e,- over our “iliation were fruitless '
:1{nnlr_-dl o k_\y e fajﬁt thivt chus:the story of myv new ,.lm.!]]'nﬂ. The dav | Befure me stood the professor whose | now werking terminates to-morrow  and who is now an interne in a hos- tellectnals, None of us would bLe luncheon with my new house still Un May Day, 1941, the . F. L
administrative machine was enalslod | R A btiree. g friendchip and teaching had meant | —a legal holiday, fortunately, which pital, has applied for the position admitted to any of the Stmon-pure far from finished and the winter al. 10sted on the walls of o
o el ‘“-‘ much wastepaper in g | before had been a legal holiday; “m.unluhl things to me throuchout my | shortens the obnoxious arranrement of ambulance driver,  He believey workingmen's  clubs, where every most upon us.  Finglly my com- bulletin: )
t\\'lﬁ'lﬂ_\'-ﬂ'llllllt(‘. day as it had former :r.lu_v hefore that, Sundayv: and on leollege  caveer, Unabashed urul;b;; just ene-third of the speeified thit the men will suen be organized, member was born and bred to i panion pushed back his .-"[-_;m-_ . TWORKINGME?
];i(,d:-.:;l}:;.:!;,,:::;. ;:r“,‘:fhi l_:'“l":"i “_” |the preceding Saturday no ene had | quite naturally he unmvcr?:i_ my tf;-:"m., Al uI‘.I.IllilE:LIW'..‘\Z' a‘.!':\_'mlsr being a most calling as 4 day laborer. There is “Not that there is any particular Veu wers never bofos =
3 L H Lt g decided 1 . : SlipiEes 7 e i rn . ; o e | P A Gt b £t e . T s N s | 3
vantage to the public m-v.\,i o halw lappeared upon the scene to scek  amazed look “”h. a nod:‘ L.onje ‘ V\p Tnom. ‘|‘-y'-‘l _m.uhl} hm.],. N as 5 'II'....I..- 1\r .I:Tl l:r1 -‘J_hn..l. tx ¥ h sees n bu:.n. deal of le-,}‘: fecling in the nu'n,\. he zaid, apologetieally, .--\r.»‘. v ws e adve
+ S & il ) Cnree Solate in the blessedness of work, T and have lunch with me,” he said | wage system, : atd down by the men .‘m\x Wilges -Th_n w Toreed ‘n.u m Ewml L.nrjg.m,-_ ‘etmi much pride of ancestry, T know that vou ars a busy man," ‘.'. 1ty -t .,-l.l Ly,
ft:l N:}llt more _t 1an t.wc,nt_y minuts § appreciated, therefore, that to the  When he had descended the ladder. | themselves. (Talk about the inu- far above the remuperation of the What is move, all workmen know I hastened to say) SumBing 16 joo YOu vawn 1o excess
cz;rse.eth:;:n;;f] hc:;l :;m:::;'s lmlu’lt men ﬂn,tzugt:d upon my' domicila t.hui In his tidy“ sedan we l?'lﬂliL.‘ O‘I.l't":hi.]ity of the wn.\r.l\'.im:m.-m to nu]l.lni.t_m‘. t||1:dli'u1 T‘I‘ﬂ.t.'[it-i011.\“.['. I‘I-';mcy.’ he Hmt.politn soviety iz a vcviwbl.c hot- feet with u.’zu-’.'it_\:‘ “Tiere- need h:» un'l':r[“\L _-.Jll::".:n-;l-.-:t\-.-}u-— to l \r:
the next day, but that was hct‘tm“ |day was eventful in that it seemed | W2Y to ‘lhe Manual Arts Lh:lh, his own nf‘Tmr.-,_:l _[T. 1~ a ..c,uilm-.' ui to me, ‘a strike ‘oi' :_nnhu.]unr:ulhed for the propagation of suuuli.sm no apology whatever, ' TR F;i::’*‘ 0 B o s
than the waiting hours which for- |10 have been designated as the one | Wh.U-‘:e' it mesmad, iy uidfriand acgle, hy-which wages u‘_l\am‘e gYery 'll:'\_““ ) 'o* epiden nrin_ml DijieE objertionatle. herosies; Plent f Ti SWE HAVE HAD ENOT GH OF
merly prevailed, {in seven sacred to their calling, | hahi u{ally Iu{nt'.hledi. [t. T“ ails:mptu; time the IEIEUI‘_{! Ipurmd'uf llw‘ tlu,‘.‘. is \\"l."ihl'r-'!il't‘}l.f]‘ tlllr'ztﬁtur. : : ;'Iﬁose of us who have sprung from enty o ime 8 .
The application of the twenty. Se¢cordingly T was both respectful ©°u¢ !;1"'3‘3:1]““?;"‘ h‘f‘tli‘;o ‘"e;“‘“t 19"3?1_““-_7100. thllcl‘l hd'rl“!}:m-b ‘u‘n‘}: p 'l _h.t |}‘I10tll.‘-.4f{f!r ibvttl.ed‘hz‘.ckh in his t:u el;:fnent are naturally under sus- “Quite by the way,” continued the “Wa must resune again the tasté
minute law occasioned some cu..ld. and silent, though 1 felt strong]:.rlp‘j“\‘ ¢ who, like himself, my hos gratifying regularity. us we are nm.n and ..lg ited a (.H.-‘:‘dt'. .1 sup- | picion, professor, leading the wav ont s y
acenes unknown to the eight-hour that the day’s observance might;:j\f’lu‘:"l‘i‘-‘;‘l: fha?d :T?j::m:f ::Ironf:s] ;Esure:;l] t_n%a_x;ﬁt. financial  loss h-m;. 1-t.r1 1.::;“;&1‘ work again,” he “TI!en you don’t ineline toward weren't figuring on cnmpi‘rth!gl-.nm- we is hut one way ts do it
’ day, Thus a bourgeoise mother |h“"L‘ been marked by worship 1933-'[_“{)““ 9402 E0I ¥ S {‘.f;lli—__ ”HL.“;I.' o el s ‘1,',' '_I' “" '\_"_‘\‘ — socialiam 7" 1 asked in surprize, Job much hefore next summur; ‘leu “ ISIWORKY
would say to the wet nurse: of the spirit and more of the hand, | 1907 _ tlk foolish En l.'n_‘l'r'll.n‘hlisl“ langer : At w ]:flt I:unu tdoiyou resume? T ool muchi® the professor efacu. see, your place is i A Totation we “ is health of Bodyzan)mn r:-
‘“Nounou, you hear? Baby cries The N i : . _"Yau see,” he said when we had to IIINH- that _hulrlrr} .lfld.tlul'ulilrlt! -"I-|-""|_. glancing at my \wah-.h and ated fieveely, pounding the table. all find very convenient :aﬁd ii \\-T-L .H‘\‘\'“. .l RIEOH =
to be fed.” |4 ne [yoon rion: given our order, “many of u§ teuch- 1-33gu1u1.(:l \‘\'ngeb. .‘v.s‘,m‘ky was long thinking uf.m‘:.' um:l'l!u[\,ut.f--_{ huuse | “Socialism would mean a monstrous serves admirably to 'hrimr' T o h-_iml .R, DAY! )
“I hear, madame." There being only forty-five min- | ers have come to feel that, after we plnge t'.hmnmte.i a8 u factor 1I\y the with some little apprehension. veversion. Emancipated as we are 2 g i A formidable manifestat
“Then, nurse it.” {utes: before whistle time, most of have given, say, ten years to our unions, Demand aloue provails; not

made in the streets of Pa:ls, makin
the air ving with “Long live the
ene-hour day!”

It wus not long before the desire
reform was granted. But the radl
¢al revolutionists were insatiable.
The next year they demanded a twe
hour day. Then there apneared, suc
cessively-—and successfully:

The three-hour day,

The four-hour day,

. ki e . servation of mine. Tt was (nee a labor. Witness the subtle Wiy they claim upon it to cense merely hecause u-l ””1 Sreehour, SEE BT o
tween stations, saying, “Our twenty- Muscularly, considering the small [the week is spent in adjusting dif- | satisfactorily irregular. correr saloon, they tell me, where spread their insidious dueivine-—by 1t had Yeen r‘mi~hr-;i " : : \1" R L i e -
minute-day is ended. We shall pro. amount of exercise he allowed him- | ferences within our unions and ad- D I ‘e Decisi e workmen used to bring their | a!lowing the workers a voice in the | On behalf of his f.E“UWn and him | o s s A
ceed to-morrow.” Movers left loads Self between strikes. Yet this tweed. | ditional time in settling strikes. | aUghter s Decision luneh to eat with their beer. Little management, by the formation of self the pl'ufesa;ur hailad me‘ ‘f‘.flru.'f;v-hf-“lv day. The deadly ennui
pf furniture fn the street, in the ¢lad figure which I was regarding | Sociologically this is interesting;| “For example, my eldest daugh-|hy little it has been improved to shoo committees: all part of a dia- | “And,” said he graciaus-l:.'. a5 we re: ‘(":-t,tl t";:p.l,-wwd ol coen s dissipated
rgin, saying that they had worked suggested intellect rather than |far more interesting than the con- ter".— . _ : keep up with the rising status of b)lical attempt at u leveling Process o ety brightens town and country.
enough for that day. brawn. Judging by him and by his traversies which engage the lower| ‘“The missionary,” said I, inter-

An Untoward Incident

oy ’

mates a3 I had observed them while

in action, it was easy to understand
At the Prison de Ia Santé there | how a man of the reflective type of

was ‘: astounding incident. On |mind might abandog a profession in

or, as you call them, the profeasional
classes.

“Our pay? ‘Wages,' we say. A
minority of us favor the tam*lal-

rupting.

“Not since the actors' strike,” an-
swered the professor with consider
able spirit. “When she heard that

the workers. There is a long wait-
ing list," he volunteered. “Some of
the large cmrksyera are mad to get |
in.
though. Possessio®, of a union card

| through wheh they hepe to make

themselves our equals.”

“1 had never thought of it that | spiri
g pirit yon
There 18 no hope for them, way.” | said, ¥

“A fact, though,” replied the pro-

entered hiz sedan, *if only every
one in the elass you represent would
meet us with the smme generous
have displayed, assuredly
th2 breach between capital and labor
would exist no more.”

Demoeracy is po longer neurasthene

Labor is rehabilitated; labor, 50
long  calumniated and e detested;
labor, without which existence is un=
endurable.

Long live Labor!



